
Students are off to a Stellar Start at Grahamwood Elementary!  

   We are now into month 
two of the 2018-2019 
school year and time is 
flying! Students in grades K-
5th are wrapping 
up initial bench-
mark testing. These 
tests will be used to 
determine where 
students are cur-
rently at academi-
cally and to set 
projected growth 
goals for each student. 
   A big thanks goes out to 
Shaun Payne for arranging 
a generous donation of 
backpacks filled with school 
supplies for our students 
who needed them. He is a 
pastor at Missiodei Church 

Memphis plus has children 
attending Grahamwood and 
his wife, Tracy Payne, teach-
es at our school. We greatly 

appreciate Pastor Payne for 
arranging this wonderful gift 
for our students! 
   Congratulations to CLUE 
teacher Laura Wilons for 
writing and being awarded a 
$900 Tennessee Arts Com-
mission Grant!  The fund-

ing will be used to bring The-
atre Memphis’ ShoWagon 
performance to Grahamwood 
Elementary in March 2019. 
ShoWagon’s mission is to 
“expose children to the magi-
cal world of theatre.” 
   The ESL department at 
Grahamwood will once again 
be hosting our annual ESL 
Night. The program will be 
held on September 27th 
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. Dozens 
of organizations participate 
such as Latino Memphis, 
Multi-National Ministries, 
MIFA, and Community Legal 
Center. Hundreds of stu-
dents and parents attend this 
community building event. 
We hope to see you there. 
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   If you have not been to 

the back of the school late-

ly, take a minute to have a 

peek. The new building is 
progressing and we now 
hope for it to be open by 
the end of the 1st semester. 

   Once completed, the cur-
rent plan 
is for 2nd 
grade 
classes 
and some 
of our 

support teachers to be 
housed there. 
Also, the Assis-
tant Principal Tia 
James will have 
an office in the 
new building. 
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  Did You Know? 
• Historically, Graham-

wood is one of the 
most requested SCS 

elementary school.s 

• 2018 National Beta 
Club School of Distinc-
tion with 26 Beta Club 

Members. 

• 2017 Memphis in 
May Poster Contest 

Grand Prize Winner. 

• 2016 SPARK Award 
for School of the Year 
presented by cityCur-

rent & WKNO. 

Grahamwood Elementary Happenings 
A  She lby  Cou nty  Opt iona l  Sch oo l  

Pe te  Johnson ,  P r inc ipa l  

Upcoming Events: 
Labor Day Holiday 

• September 3rd No 
School for Teachers & 

Students 

Progress Reports Issued 

• September 12th sent 

home with Students 

Parent Teacher Conference 

• September 13th Parent-
Teacher Meetings          

4-7pm 

ESL Night 

• September 27th 5-7pm 
for Parents & Students in 

Cafetorium 

Fall Break 

• October 8-12 No School 

for Teachers & Students 

 

Grahamwood Elementary Grows 

   Grahamwood Elementary 

School is pleased to announce 

that our own P.E. 

teacher Andrew Mar-

tin was nominated for 

and won the Memphis 

Parent Magazine’s Out-

standing Teacher 

Award! An article on 

Coach Martin will be 

published in the mag-

azine’s September 

issue.  

   “The article discusses pro-

grams I've established at Gra-

hamwood 

and the great 

opportunities 

I've created 

for our stu-

dents,” states 

Martin. “It 

will also pro-

vide insight 

into how I 

started my 

teaching career and how my 

professional practice has 

evolved to allow me to create 

many award-winning pro-

grams.”  

   Andrew Martin is a true 

credit to his profession and 

an asset to Grahamwood 

Elementary and Shelby 

County Schools. We are 

proud to have him on our 

faculty. Way to go, Coach 

Martin! 
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because she found it hard to keep up with 
all of the dates and centuries.  
   After volunteering at a 
Boys and Girls Club in her 
freshman year at college, 
Ms. George knew she want-
ed to be a teacher.  Her  
teaching inspirations are, 
“All teachers who are able 
to use creative and innova-
tive strategies to reach chal-
lenging students.” The 
greatest challenge she faces 
is watching children strug-
gle with certain outside factors and not 
being able to control the circumstances to 
make things better for these children. Ms. 
George’s most rewarding moments as an 
educator are when she has helped stu-
dents overcome learning barriers to thrive 
in the classroom. 

   The new school year saw the addi-
tion of a second guidance counselor 
at Grahamwood. We are proud to 
have Devonne George  joining our 
faculty. Ms. George has taught 2 years 
previously at Scenic Hills Elementary. 
“My hope is to help eliminate barri-
ers that impede learning, student 
growth, and development,” she states. 
   Born in Memphis, she earned a 
B.A. in Psychology from Ole Miss 
and a M.S. in School Counseling 
from the University of Memphis. 
Growing up, Ms. George’s favorite 
subject was Reading because, “I love 
how books can help you explore the 
world and take you places in your 
mind.” Her favorite books were the 
Baby Sitters Club series because, “I 
enjoyed being on each girl’s adven-
ture.” Her hardest subject was history 

   Ms. George has a 3 year old son, 
Richmond George II, and a dog named 

Diggy. The person she most 
admires is her mother. “She is 
always positive in stressful situa-
tions and helps people  around 
her find peace,” says Ms. 
George. “She is very loved and 
respected.” Reading, writing, 
bike riding, traveling, and binge 
watching TV shows are Ms. 
George’s hobbies.  
   If she was not a teacher, Ms. 
George would be a journalist. “I 

was a journalism major and wrote sev-
eral articles for my college’s newspa-
per,” says Ms. George. Her wish for the 
world is that, “People would be more 
compassionate to one another.”   
   We are excited to have Devonne 
George on our faculty!  
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Focus On: Guidance Counselor Devonne George 

   We are happy to announce that Dinesha 
Johnson has joined the Grahamwood Ele-
mentary faculty as a 3rd grade Optional teach-
er. Before coming to Grahamwood, Ms. 
Johnson spent 8 years teaching 1st and 
3rd grades at Dexter Elementary School.  
   “I like the family environment at Gra-
hamwood,” states Ms. Johnson. “Everyone 
is so welcoming.” Her goal as an educator 
is to raise good citizens and to prepare 
students to be college and career ready. 
Her most rewarding moments as a teacher 
are “seeing the academic and personal growth 
of my students.” 
   Growing up, Ms. Johnson loved to read 
with Math being her most challenging subject.  
She earned her undergraduate degree from 
the University of Memphis and a Masters in 
Curriculum and Instruction from Ole Miss.  
   The person she admires the most is her 

Grahamwood Elementary School’s Vision Statement: 
Grahamwood Elementary School is an exemplary, student-centered educational community with an exceptional team of stakeholders who create a 

nurturing environment where all students achieve academic excellence, exhibit good character, and hopes and dreams are encouraged. 

Attendance Expectations: 
Please be sure to have your children at school everyday, on time and for the whole day. If your children are missing any 

part of a school day, our outstanding educators cannot teach them and they are denied the opportunity to learn. 

grandmother who taught for 34 years. As a 
young girl, Ms. Johnson would play being a 
teacher and knew when she grew up she 
would become one. Her greatest challenge 

today is adjusting to the chang-
ing curriculum. 
   Ms. Johnson was born in Hou-
ston, Texas. Her and her hus-
band have  a dog which is a min-
iature pincher. People would be 
surprised to know that Ms. 
Johnson likes to dance. In fact, 

if she was not a teacher she would be a dancer 
or actress. Her hobbies are dancing, shopping, 
and walking her dog. Her favorite children’s 
book is, “The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats 
because it depicts the perfect snow day. Grow-
ing up in Texas, we didn’t have snow days!” 
   We look forward to a great year with Dine-
sha Johnson on our team! 

Teacher Spotlight: Dinesha Johnson 


